Tournus

away with the Bourbon Kings in 1861. There still remains, though,
a perfect specimen of the 'farmacia* of the eighteenth century,
in the Ospizio dei Incurabili, though no traveller ever sees this,
It is contained in a whole set of apartments; first of all, a room
painted blue, with blue and white majolica jars upon the shelves
and a ceiling of blue stucco carved and painted so as to represent
a blue curtain or drapery; the counter in this room is a long walnut
table with fine carved legs; behind, are other rooms with arm-
chairs In green damask, old portraits,, and an incredible display
of other pots of majolica, of flagons and jars of glass, and of
floors inlaid with majolica tiles. No other such 'farmacia' is in
existence.

Now, and at last, we know the true profession of the nuns.
If we want the idyllic picture of them, in their rightful setting,
there is no better instance than at Tournus, in Burgundy, in the
pharmacy of the hotel-Dieu. This is late seventeenth century, of
the last years of Le Roi Soleil. It has row after row of phials and
bottles, on their carved and gilded shelves, labelled eau de fleur
d'oranges, eau de bergamotte, eau d'arquebusade, and other
names, of which the catalogue, alone, would be a delight in itself.

Cosimato, eglise des rellgieuses de Ste Claire . . . les rellgieuses de ce couvent
sent celles qui passent pour travailler ie mieux les fleurs artificlelles, surtont
ceiles qui se fait avec la soie; a Fegard des fleurs de plume, je parietal plus bas
de celles qui se font dans une maison particuliere vers k place Colonne. On a,
a S. Cosimato, une tres belle rose pour trois paules, une aigrette, formee de
quarante petites fleurs pour dix paules, ou cinq livres sept sous de France!*
There are, still, monastic farmacies at the Certosa di Ttlsulti and at the Bene-
dictine Abbey of Casamari, between Naples and Rome; the French Cistercians
of the Abbey of Tre Fonta&e, outside Rome, sell a liqueur made of the
eucalyptus; and the Trappists of San Calixto, who show the catacombs, are
famous for their chocolate. In Florence, the farmacy of Santa Mark Novella,
once Dominican, and working since 1622, has been known for three centuries
for its preparations, for its liqueur, Alkermes, and its preparations of orris
root (Iris fiorentina); while the Certosa di val d'Emo has, also, a farrnacy with
chocolates and liqueurs. France, before the Revolution, had its monasteries
and convents that were famed for such things. The liqueur of the Peres Chartreus,
though later in date, is thek descendant. Ancient Poknd was another centre
of such monastic manufactures. The great, and but little read, Pan Tadeusz, of
Mickiewicz, which is so replete with the customs of old Poland, extols the
snuff and mead, or hydromel, of the Bernardines of Kowno, and the not less
famous snuff of the Paulist monastery of Czenstochowa. Kowno, of course, is
the present Kaunas, capital of the native Lithuank of Mickiewicz. This par-
ticular passage in Pan Tadeusz comes not long after the famous description of
the different mushrooms found in the Lithuanian forest, one of the most
delightful episodes in the whole poem.
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